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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CVIS. GR, US 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE RE PANAGOULIS VISA CASE 

1. FOLLOWING PARAS TWO-SEVEN ARE PRESS GUIDANCE FOR 
DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING NOON, NOV 15 RE PANAGOULIS VISA 
CASE. PARA EIGHT IS RELEVANT EXCERPT FROM MR. VEST'S 
BRIEFING SAME DATE. ADDRESSEE POSTS MAY DRAW UPON FOLLOWING 
IN ORDER TO RESPOND TO INQUIRIES. 

2. QUESTION: IS IT TRUE THAT ALEXANDER PANAGOULIS HAD 
BEEN DENIED A TOURIST VISA TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES? 

ANSWER: ALEXANDER PANAGOULIS APPLIED FOR A U.S. TOURIST 
VISA AT OUR CONSULATE GENERAL IN MILAN AND WAS FOUND 
INELIGIBLE. 

3. QUESTION: WHAT ARE THE PROVISIONS OF THE LAW UNDER 
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WHICH PANAGOULIS IS INELIGIBLE FOR A U.S. VISA? 
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ANSWER: AS YOU KNOW WE DO NOT NORMALLY REVEAL SPECIFIC 
GROUNDS ON WHICH AN INDIVIDUAL IS DENIED A VISA. HOWEVER, 

MR. PAN AGOULIS HIMSELF HAS RELEASED TO THE PRESS A COPY OF 
THE LETTER HE RECEIVED FROM THE CONSUL GENERAL IN MILAN 
INDICATING THE SECTIONS UNDER WHICH HE WAS FOUND INELIGIBLE. 
IF ASKED ONLY REPLY SECIFICALLY THESE WERE: 

SECTION 212(A)(9). WHICH PROVIDES THAT ALIENS CONVICTED 
OF A CRIME OF MORAL TURPITUDE ARE INELIGIBLE FOR A U.S. 

VISA. AND SECTION 212(A)(28)(F)(II), WHICH EXCLUDES ALIENS 

WHO ADVOCATE THE UNLAWFUL KILLING OF AN OFFICER OF AN 
WHO ADVOCATE THE UNLAWFUL KILLING OF AN OFFICER OF AN 
ORGANIZED GOVERNMENT". 

4. QUESTION: IS THERE ANY PROVISION OF LAW UNDER WHICH 
PANAGOULIS COULD GET A VISA FOR THE UNITED STATES DESPITE 
HIS EXCLUDABILITY UNDER THE LAW? 

ANSWER: THE LAW DOES MAKE PROVISION FOR WAIVER IN 
CERTAIN CASES, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF THE CONSULAR OFFICER 
AND THE DISCRETION OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

5. QUESTION: DID OUR GOVERNMENT CONSULT WITH THE GREEK 
GOVERNMENT CONCERNING THE VISA FOR PANAGOULIS? WE DID 
NOT. WE INFORMED THE GOG THAT HE HAD APPLIED FOR A US- 
TOURIST VISA. 

6. QUESTION: WOULD YOU REGARD THIS AS MORE OF A 
POLITICAL DECISION THAN A TECHNICAL DECISION? 

ANSWER: OUR GOVERNMENT'S DECISION WAS BASED SOLELY ON 
PROVISIONS OF APPLICABLE LAW. 

7. QUESTION: IS IT TRUE THAT PANAGOULIS WAS AT FIRST 
GIVEN A VISA WHICH WAS LATER REVOKED? 

ANSWER: A VISITOR VISA WAS GIVEN IN ERROR. 

8. QUESTION: THE CASE OF MR. PANAGOULIS, WHO SAYS HE HAS 
BEEN DENIED A VISA, DO YOU HAVE THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S SIDE 
OF THAT STORY? DO YOU KNOW WHY HE WAS DENIED A VISA? 

WAS HE DENIED A VISA? 

ANSWER: WHEN HE APPLIED FOR THE VISA, I AM TOLD HE WAS 
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DECLARED INELIGIBLE FOR A VISA BECAUSE OF CERTAIN OF HIS 
PAST ACTIVITIES— WHICH, ALL OF THIS WAS CARRIED, I THINK, 

IN THE PRESS-AND I THINK YOU ARE AWARE THAT THERE IS A 
WHOLE LIST OF PROVISIONS WHICH GO UNDER THE RATHER DIGNI- 
FIED TERM THAT "ALIENS CONVICTED OF A CRIME OF MORAL 
TURPITUDE ARE INELIGIBLE FOR A U.S. VISA". HE WAS FOUND 
INELIGIBLE FOR A U.S. VISA. 
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9. QUESTION: GEORGE, THAT SAME STATUTE, CARRIES AN 
EXCEPTION FOR POLITICAL OFFENSES. COULD YOU COMMENT ON 
THE WAY IN WHICH THAT DISTINCTION SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN MADE 
IN THIS CASE? 

ANSWER: WELL, THE ONLY POINT I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE ON 
THE EXCEPTION— THERE ARE PROVISIONS FOR WAIVERS IN CERTAIN 
CASES, BUT TO MY KNOWLEDGE, HE HAS NOT REQUESTED A 
WAIVER. RUSH 
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